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I Want to be a Leader 

by Alvin G. Davis, Texas 

Burnett County 

December 2011 

When I became a 4-H 
member It was with a 

very great joy Just like a 
small child With a brand 

new toy. 

I cared for my project 
From day to day. Just 

like the child In his daily 
play 

And I gradually grew- In 
my childish way. Till I 
made some money 

Which was more than 
pay. 

But much more 
important Than the 

money I made Was the 
knowledge I gained In 

my 4-H Club trade. 

My projects were 
entered In our many 4-H 
shows But they weren't 
very good As far as that 

goes. 

So I learned to take 
defeat With a rock hard 
chin And I sure didn't 
quit Because I didn't 

win. 

I just kept on trying Like 
the old sayings go If you 

don't succeed It just 

goes to show. 

You've not done your 
best And there's further 
to go If you never have 
won And the top you're 

below. 

I kept up my work That 
grew better each day Till 
at last I succeeded The 

long, hard way. 

A few honors I won 
Which weren't very high 

But to me were like 
stars In an almost empty 

sky. 

And these few 
successes Though 
small they may be 

Served a very good 
purpose By putting spirit 

in me. 

So now I'm striving 
harder Even harder than 
before With the strength 
and wisdom That I may 

have in store. 

Though my goals are 
higher Than most 4-

H'ers are I think I may 
reach them And add to 

my sky a star. 

But the thing I want 
most In this 4-H Pilgrim 

Land Is to guide a 
young member And to 
lend a helping hand. 

So that when his work is 
over And his 4-H life is 
done That I may say in 
earnest I helped him 

when he won. 

And if I'm enabled to do 
this By our Creator with 
grace I think it would be 
a star That would fill all 

the space. 

In my sky of 4-H honors 
To glow o'er me each 
night And be a shining 

memory Of my 4-H 
days, so bright. 

 

Taken from 4-H Stories from 
the Heart, 2011 

Alvin Davis wrote this poem 
in 1943 following the first of 
three trips to National 4-H 
Congress. He was named 
the nation's outstanding 4-H 
boy in 1948. Alvin's many 
accomplishments and years 
of service to 4-H have been 
recognized with his induction 
into the National 4-H Hall of 
Fame Class Of 2010. 

4-H is a community of young people across America who are learning Leadership, Citizenship, and Life Skills. 
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 Note: This year’s Music Contest will be held at 6:00 p.m. at the Siren School Auditorium. 
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Rules and Guidelines 

Each 4-H member may perform in two events in the contest in addition to a large ensemble event. All clubs are 

encouraged to bring a large ensemble, as it builds club cohesiveness. 

Solos and small ensembles are limited to three minutes. Advanced piano performers are allotted five minutes. Points 

will be deducted if contestant goes over the time limit. 

Each entry will consist of one musical selection. 

Each instrumental and piano performer must provide the judge a copy of the music they are performing. 

Voice over tapes or CDs are allowed but strongly discouraged. Please try to use an accompanist or background 

music tape or CD. If the singer must use a voice over recording, the singer will need to use a microphone to have 

his/her voice heard over that of the recorded performer.  

Monetary awards will be given to 1-4th places 

In all divisions, appearance and stage presence will count as part of your score. Remember to dress so that you look 

your best! 

CATEGORIES 
Category I - Solo  

Category II - Small Ensembles 

Category III - Large Ensemble (Group of 6 or more) 

DIVISIONS 
A. INSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE: Judged on tone, articulation, rhythm, accuracy, musical value of the piece, and 

style/musicality. 

B. PIANO PERFORMANCE: Judged on rhythm, accuracy, phrasing, degree of difficulty and style/musicality. 

For pianists who are 6th grade and older, there are three subdivisions; Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced. An 

Advanced performer should be playing at level six or above in piano literature. Ask your piano teacher if you are not 

certain of your level. 

C. VOCAL PERFORMANCE: Judged on tone, intonation, diction, expression, style, musicality and appropriateness. 

D. VOCAL PLUS PERFORMANCE: Judging includes movement, choreography, costumes, props, originality and 

creativity in addition to areas judged in vocal performance. 

AGE CLASSES 
Cloverbuds - Grades K-2 

Junior - Grades 3-5  

Intermediate - Grades 6-8  

Senior - Grades 9 and up 

Music Festival 
It’s that time of the year to showcase your 
talents at the Burnett County Music Festival! 
The 2012 Music Contest will be held 
January 28, at 6 p.m. at the Siren High 
School.  Registrations are due by Monday, 
January 17.  No late entries will be 
accepted. To register, call the UW-Extension 
or email danielle.miller@ces.uwex.edu by 
Monday, January 16. Provide your name, 
club, grade, category and division, selection 
title and any technical requirements. 

Award Premiums 
Category I - All Divisions, Category II and III - All Divisions 
1st  $4  1st $10  
2nd  $3    2nd $8 
3rd  $2  3rd $6 
4th  $1  4th $4 

Partner with a friend, go 
solo, and Start Working on 

your Entries today!! 
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 All of the Burnett County 4-H Clubs and organizations for getting their charters 

into the UW-Extension office. Your cooperation is very much appreciated!! 

 Olivia and Amy Kopecky for providing snacks at the last Jr. Leaders meeting - 

YUM! 

 All of the club and group representatives who attended the Annual Club 

Leadership training! What a productive evening...I’m sure you all will be excellent 

project leaders! 

 Jared Anderson for representing Burnett County and Wisconsin 4-H at 4-H 

National Congress in Atlanta, GA. 

 Julia Summer, Olivia Kopecky, Lucas Stiemann, and Emily Stiemann for being 

selected to attend the 4-H Northern District Winter Leadership Camp.  
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Volunteer Training 
Volunteer Orientation Youth Protection training will be held on the following dates: 

 January 17, 2012 

January 25, 2012 

@ 7 p.m. at the Government Center 

If you plan to attend, please pre-register by calling the Extension Office. (349-2151) 

In order to be recognized as a 4-H volunteer leader in the Wisconsin 4-H Youth Development 
program, all adults age 18 years and over must participate in the Youth Protection Program. 

The Wisconsin 4-H Youth Development Youth Protection program process includes:  

A. Completion of the Volunteer Application Form  

B. Background records check for arrest and conviction records  

C. Participation in volunteer orientation  

D. Completion of the 4-H Enrollment Form with the Volunteer Behavior  

     Expectations  

To continue to be recognized as a 4-H volunteer leader in the Wisconsin 4-H Youth 
Development program beyond the first year, all adults 18 years of age and over must 
annually complete a 4-H Enrollment Form with Volunteer Behavior Expectations. A 
background records check for arrest and conviction records will be completed every four 
years for continuing 4-H volunteer leaders. 

Returning volunteers who have been absent one to four years need the background records 
check, signed Volunteer Behavior Expectations form, but are not required to attend the 
orientation to be reinstated as a volunteer.  

Returning volunteers who have been absent five or more years need to repeat the entire 
Youth Protection process.  

By completing the Volunteer Youth Protection process, volunteers are able to hold 
meetings, serve as club adult leaders, chaperone events and more! Volunteers are 
essential to the success of the Burnett County 4-H program. Thank You!! 

Find us on Facebook! 

Burnett County 4-H is now on Facebook! Become a fan today! 

It’s Easy! Search “Burnett County 4-H” and select “Like”! 

Club Officers! 

Reminder!: Club Officer Training is December 13, 2011 from 6-8 p.m. 

in Room 165 in the Government Center 

Come and learn about your officer position, your role at a club meeting and in your officer team, 

share ideas with other club officers, learn how to work together as an officer team, learn parlia-

mentary procedure, get your questions and concerns addressed, and learn how to have a pro-

ductive, fun club meeting! Please call the UWEX office if you plan on attending. (715) 349-2151 

This training is for all club officers, new and old, something for everyone! 
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The Solution to "Nature Deficit Disorder" 
We are very pleased to announce that the bill to establish the Wisconsin Children's Outdoor 

Bill of Rights was introduced this week. This resolution is an opportunity for parents, policy 

makers, educators and health care providers to affirm each child's right to grow up healthy 

and have access to a clean and safe outdoor environment. Under the leadership of two of 

our best conservation champions, Representative Chris Taylor and Senator Chris Larson, 

the bill is now on its way! To learn more about the issue visit: 

http://conservationvoters.org/images/stories/Childrens_Bill_of_Rights_email_web.pdf   You 

can help it along by calling your legislators and asking them to become a co-sponsor of LRB 

3138, the bill to establish the Wisconsin Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights. To learn who your 

local legislators are visit: http://legis.wisconsin.gov/w3asp/waml/waml.aspx 

Wisconsin Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights 

Put Those Crayons to Use 
Looking for a fun and productive way to spend some of the upcoming vacation time from 

school? We are collecting kids' art depicting images of what they like to do outside and/or 

why they love Wisconsin's outdoors. Art will be displayed at a January 5th press conference 

to be held in the State Capitol where the Wisconsin Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights will be 

officially unveiled. Please submit art by January 4th to: Wisconsin League of Conservation 

Voters, Attn: Matt Dannenberg, 133 S. Butler St #320, Madison, WI 53703. Children 18 and 

under are encouraged to participate. Be sure to include the child’s name and full address, 

so the art can be delivered to their legislator after the press conference. Also, don’t forget 

to mark your calendar for January 5th. We’d love to have your attendance at the press con-

ference. More details will be available soon. 
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In Burnett County 4-H 

Foods & Nutrition 1-3 26 

Art 1-3 18 

Photography 1-3 15 

Youth Leadership 1-3 15 

Horse 1-5 13 

Legos 7 

Woodworking 1-5 7 

Vegetables 1-3 6 

Dogs 1-3 6 

Clothing 1-3 6 

Beef 6 

Jewelry Making 5 

Geocaching 5 

Creative Writing 5 

Poultry 1-3 5 

Scrapbooking 4 

Music 4 

Theater Arts 1-3 3 

Model Rocketry 3 

Archery 3 

Veterinary Science 1-3 3 

Cats 3 

Aerospace 1-3 3 

Below are listed the most 
popular projects in Burnett 

County 4-H for the 2012 4-H  
enrollment paper. 
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The Junior Leaders met on November 7, 2011. We reviewed the annual 
calendar of events that was planned at the October meeting. Youth 
volunteered to serve on the planning committees for various events. Then we 
discussed what the Junior Leaders was and created our mission, by-laws, and 
operating guidelines for the organization. After the meeting was done we 
made crafts for veterans. We made patriotic themed craft items for the VA 
Hospital. Tymber King provided the craft ideas and delivered the crafts to the 
VA. The December 5th meeting will be a Christmas party. We will be playing 
Wii games and other board games at the meeting. The next meeting will be on 
January 9, 2012. 

I’m a 4-H Project Leader...Now what do I do? 
How do I know who is in my Project? 

Your club general leader can provide you with names, and contact info of the members enrolled in the project for 

which you are the leader. 

If you are working on the county level, contact the UW-Extension Office for the list of project members. 

How often should I hold Project Meetings? 

It is recommended you hold 4-6 meetings that each last 1½ to 2 hours in length 

Some projects require more meetings or a longer meeting time to accomplish your goals 

Some projects may lend themselves to individual project work as members progress on their projects. In this case, 

you should hold several introductory meetings for all members and then set up a schedule of time for them to sign 

up for individual help. 

How can I establish a Project Meeting Schedule? 

First, determine when you are available to work with project members. Then determine an initial project meeting 

date by consulting with your project members. 

Publicize the date using one of the following means: County and/or club newsletter, Club meeting/leader 

association meetings, Postcards or phone calls to project members 

Where can I hold a Project Meeting? 

Typically project meetings are held at project leader homes, schools, or community buildings. For more 

information on facility adaptability and liability concerns contact your 4-H Youth Development Agent. 

How do I let others in my club or other clubs know I am a project leader? 

Announce it at your club’s meeting to let families in your club know you’re a project leader/ 

If no one in your club is in your project, you may wish to offer your services to a neighboring club. Talk to your 

club organizational leader or county 4-H Youth Development agent about this opportunity. 

What should I do at the initial project meeting? 

Find out what the members want to learn and accomplish in the project. Project literature is an excellent source of 

ideas. Review the safety practices that members will need to follow. 

Share how the project meeting supplies will be paid for. (Experienced leaders have found it easiest to 

charge a small fee to cover the cost of the expenses). 

Assess when members are available for additional meetings. You may wish to ask the parents or members 

to bring along their calendars of family activities. Encourage parents to participate in project meetings, especially 

the initial meeting. 
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