Burnett County Association for Home and Community Education Newsletter

Are you looking forward to the Northwest District Meeting in Siren,
Thursday, April 23rd? It is such a great time to greet friends we have
made through the years (not always remembering a name, but the face
is familiar) and being able to make some new friends. We have
common goals which help to make this organization great. The tips on
adding style and elegance by accessorizing our wardrobes should add a
very special interest to that day.
Remember we need a new name for the children’s reading program
that is to begin in October of this year. Please submit your choice of
an apt name to Muriel or me before or at the Executive Board Meeting
on July 21st, when a suitable name will be chosen.
This is a reminder to mark your Program Books for the Fall Northwest
District Meeting, which is scheduled for Friday, October 22nd, with
Chippewa County hosting at Faith Lutheran Church in Chippewa
Falls. Further information will be forthcoming as that date draws near.
I will be glad when the snow has melted and warmer
weather has arrived, as I enjoy walking, listening to
the birds, and seeing our beautiful scenery.
Fraternally,
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Gladys Packer

From the HCE Advisor...
I recently took a look in the “Red Book” (Bicentennial
Edition of Pioneer Tales of Burnett County compiled by the
Burnett County Homemakers Club in 1976). On page
123 I found an interesting poem written by Margaret
Stone. Many of you may have known this former
Center Chairman and Harmony Club member.
Dear Homemakers, far and wide,
Come join us, we want to be side by side.
The get together is such a treat
To exchange ideas and friends to meet,
New methods to learn, and business too,
Just everything there is in a home to do.
At the meetings, always something to learn
And for serving each of us take a turn
But that isn’t hard for we stick to a rule,
One thing and coffee goes well at our school.
Do come, dear friends, don’t mind the weather!
Join a club and get together!

Do you think we could gain members if we put this in a
window display to advertise our organization as
Margaret did years ago? Is our mission the same today
as it was when this poem was originally penned? If not,
have we changed with the times and trends? Spring is a
time of renewal, an opportunity to see our flower bulbs
emerge from their winter slumber and show their
glorious colors. It is also an opportunity to welcome
back our snowbird friends and renew a sense of
friendship and continued learning. Burnett County
HCE relies on members in clubs to make things happen.
Are you going to bloom like the flowers and “come join
together….side by side…. at the meetings, always
something to learn.”?
Don’t forget to welcome back Muriel Anderson who
will be teaching us how to make a felt flower pin on May
19th.
- Beth Rank
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HCE Upcoming Events
April
1

Jones-Lee, Ardith McDowell Scholarship forms
due to State Scholarship Committee Chair
1
Articles due to Update
2
Wisconsin Bookworms™ - Head Starts
9:30 am - Hertel
10:45 am, 12:50 pm, & 1:10 pm - Mina
Copeland
6
1pm, Odds ‘N’ Ends Meeting
22
11 am, Harmony Meeting
23
Northwest District Spring Meeting, Siren
(Bethany Lutheran Church). Burnett and
Bayfield Counties host
28
Douglas County Crafty Day
29
ACCWW Day “Women Walk the World”
April International Evening has been CANCELLED.

May
1
7

13
15
15
19

26

“Pennies for Friendship” due to county
treasurer
Wisconsin Bookworms™ - Head Starts
9:30 am - Hertel
10:45 am, 12:50 pm, & 1:10 pm - Mina
Copeland
1pm, Odds ‘N’ Ends meeting
County Membership Dues & Report due to
State Treasurer
“Pennies for Friendship” due to State Treasurer
11am, Recognition Noon Lunch. Odds ‘N’
Ends hosts. County Spring Meeting. Felt
flower pin craft (send craft reservation to
Muriel Anderson) Room 165, BCGC.
10am, Harmony Meeting

June
TBA
TBA
10
23

Dairy Days, Alpha, Burnett Dairy
Dairy Breakfast
1pm, Odds ‘N’ Ends Meeting
Harmony Day Trip

July
TBA Odds ‘N’ Ends serve refreshments at Music in
the Park
1
Update articles due to Editor (for August Issue)
9-24 Grandparents University, Madison, WI
14
1pm, Odds ‘N’ Ends meeting
14-16 NVON Conference in Martinsburg, WV
21
11 am - Executive Board & Program Chairs
Meeting, Gov’t Center, Room 165. Program:
Watermelon Gazebo by Gladys Packer. Bring
your own lunch.
23-25 Central Burnett County Fair, Webster
26-27 WAHCE State Board, Stevens Point
28
10 am, Harmony meeting

August
1
1
11
15

Cultural Arts registrations due to WAHCE
Cultural Arts Chair
Award applications due for Stitches, Services,
Education, Club
Odds ‘N’ Ends Outing
ARTICLES/INFORMATION FOR SEPTEMBER
NEWSLETTER DUE TO THE OFFICE

17
20

WAHCE State Conference registrations due
WAHCE P.O.O.L. and Project Display
regsitrations due
25
Cedarwood Picnic, Harmony
25-27 Farm Technology Days Dane County (http://
danecofarmtech.com)
27-30 Burnett County Agricultural Society Fair,
Grantsburg
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Margaret Britton Departed This Life September 21, 2014
Burnett County HCE members of Odds 'N' Ends Club
were saddened to learn our dedicated member passed
away on September 21, 2014 at the age of 94.
Margaret was born in Sioux City, Iowa, on May 16,
1920. She enjoyed her trips to Iowa to visit her family
almost every summer.
Her funeral and memorial service was held at Swedberg
Taylor Home in Webster, Wisconsin on September 25.
Over 300 friends and relatives attended her service and
life celebration.

Margaret seldom missed the Odds 'N' Ends Club
meetings and outings. She was happy to attend the
district meetings. We enjoyed the hugs she gave us
when she entered our homes. We also received another
hug when she left.
Margaret served as faithful secretary for Odds 'N' Ends
for many years. We will truly miss Margaret with her
smile and friendly attitude. We will also miss seeing her
home in October when she decorated for Halloween.

Thank You Burnett County HCE Outgoing
Executive Board Members
Our thanks to Amy Kopecky for serving as our Burnett
County HCE President. Amy had additional
responsibilities due to retirement of our Family Living
Educator and support staff. Amy learned how to set up
our newsletters so we could
keep up to date with HCE
club, district and state news.
We sincerely appreciate the
extra duties she did for us.

Thanks to Jan Frazee for serving us as our county HCE
secretary. Jan and her husband are enjoying winters in
the southern United States. We hope the warm weather
is helping Jan feel better.
We also thank Maggie Hess for serving several years as
Wisconsin Bookworms™ Coordinator. We will miss
you. You did a great job of training and securing
readers for us. Enjoy your new position working with
children in Grantsburg schools.

Impact of HCE 2015
For 2015 we have a full year of volunteer hours to report. They started on June 1, 2014 and end May 31,
2015. There are new forms for member and county reports. Executive Board forms will remain the same. All
the forms are on the WAHCE website wahceinc.org
under Awards Forms & Info. The Club Member form
is also located in this newsletter on page 5.

Even with some confusion with the reporting time for
2014 we had a very good report. The totals for the time
period were impressive. Forty-two of 51 counties reported:

If you need help getting the forms, your UW-Extension
Office will be able to help you.

- JoAnn Blonien, VP of Family and Community Life

 Member donations:
$53,908.84
 Executive Board Donations:
4,679.63
 Outreach Activity: 23,476 hrs x $18:
422,568.00
Everything you have done for HCE from June 1, 2014
 Fund Raising: 3,469 hrs x $18:
62,442.00
to May 31, 2015 should be reported by June 20, 2015 to:
 Plus monetary funds of
9,744.84
JoAnn Blonien
 Grand Total:
$553,343.31
VP of Family and Community Life
Keep up the GREAT WORK. Looking forward to
S589 County Road WW
2015.
Elroy WI 53929
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On the Move and in the Groove
March 1 - May 23, 2015
Family and Community Life will again be focusing on
the world!
walking and exercise as a county-wide activity. Any
Give yourselves a big hand and let’s see what we can do in 2015!
activity you do between March 2nd and May 24 can be The winners for 2013 were:
counted. This includes walking, biking, gardening,
Adams County - 6,709 points
cleaning, painting, swimming, hiking, etx. Each 20
Manitowoc County - 5,439.5 points
minutes equals 1 point. For example, one hour equals 3
Outagamie County - 5,588 points
points.
Please forward your reports to me by June 15, 2015.
All forms for individuals or groups are available in this
I need them for my NVON report in July. If I don’t
newsletter on page 7 or you may develop your own, as
have them on time, they will not be included. These
long as you use points for your totals. Remember 1
numbers look good on our report for NVON.
point for 20 minutes of activity.
Thank you to all of your for your participation. Looking
Compile your reports at the county level or
forward to 2015!
send your individual reports to the Vice
JoAnn Blonien
President for Community Life. Your reports
Vice President for Family &
should include totals for each individual. Please
joblonien@yahoo.com
remember to include the name, address,
county, phone, and e-mail for the person
sending in the report.
In 2014 there were 35 counties that reported
participation in “On the Move and in the Groove.”
Number of participants reported were about 222.
Points: 72,591
Hours: 24,173
Minutes: 1,450,382
Miles:
over 72,000, or nearly 3 times around

Club Notes

January 13, 2015. Called to order by Gladys, President,
and had roll call. Secretary’s report was read and
approved. Treasurer’s report was approved. Discussed
Music in the Park. Talked about giving Valentines to
CCC and Shady Knoll. They like to get something. For
2015 BURNETT COUNTY HCE BOARD each meeting, members should bring one item for a
child and the food shelf - limit $1 to $5. Closed with
MEMBERS
our prayer.
WE HAVE OPENINGS FOR SECRETARY and
February 11, 2015. Meeting was opened by Gladys and
MEMBERSHIP CO-CHAIRS
we said the creed. Discussed Northwest District
Co-President: Muriel Anderson
meeting. Secretary’s report was read and approved.
Co-President: Gladys Packer
Treasurer’s report: the bank statement will be reconciled
Secretary - OPEN. Willing to serve? CALL: Gladys
when Jan comes back. Got the valentines ready to give
Packer at 715-327-5504 or Muriel Anderson at
out at CCC and Shady Knoll. Closed with prayer.
715-349-5461, winter phone 520-295-4460
March 11, 2015. In March our meeting was held at
Treasurer: Judy Marek
Irene Peterson’s. Gladys opened the meeting. Three
STANDING COMMITTES
members were present. Had roll call. Secretary’s report
Scholarship Chair: LaVonne O'Brien
was approved. Treasurer’s report was approved. We
Program/Community Outreach/ Cultural Arts
talked about our spring meeting and things to do. Due
Chair: Diane Medaglia
to conflict, the meeting next month is changed to April
International & Family Life Chair: Amy Kopecky
6. We discussed some of our meetings coming up. Judy
Marketing/Membership: OPEN
made motion to close the meeting and Gladys seconded
Wisconsin Bookworms™ Coordinator: Maggie Hess it. Closed with the prayer. After the meeting we read
Wisconsin Bookworms™ Fundraiser: Karen Brooks about the rite of spring, Easter, the Vernal equinox, and
Historians: Amy Kopecky and LaVonne O'Brien
the symbolism of the Irish flag. For fun we learned
what you can do with coffee filters.
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County Executive Board Meeting Minutes
March 17, 2015
Attendees: 4 Harmony and 3 Odds ‘N’ Ends, Family
Beth continues to work with young children. She is
Living Educator Beth Rank
also looking into choices for books with a financial
At 11:00 am, Gladys opened the meeting and the
theme, suitable for our pre-school reading program
HCE Creed was given in unison.
beginning in October.
Copies of the January Executive Board Meeting
The menu for the Northwest District Meeting in
minutes were distributed and approved as printed.
April at the morning gathering time was determined.
Treasurer’s report was approved and will be filed for Those bringing food and anyone helping to serve should
audit.
be there that morning by 8:00 am. Help is needed to set
Amy reported that there will be no BCAHCE
up on Wednesday afternoon (April 22nd) at the church,
International Night this year.
as well as for clean-up, etc., on Thursday afternoon.
Checks have been written for the two students who
You are advised to thoroughly read through the
received the scholarships last year. Two applications for papers: “On the Move and in the Groove”, which runs
scholarships have been received this year; one applicant from March 1st to May 23, 2015; and “Impact of HCE is ineligible for the scholarship through BCAHCE.
2015”, with dates June 1, 2014 to May 31, 2015.
The light blue paper for Cultural Arts Show and
Meeting closed at 12:00 pm with HCE prayer.
Contest will be in our county HCE newsletter coming
After the meeting, the table favors were prepared for
out April 1st. The judging for all entries is scheduled at the Spring Meeting and we were shown what Roberta is
the Board Meeting on July 21st to determine those who making for the centerpieces.
qualify to go to the State Conference in September of
Lunch was prepared by Odds ‘N’ Ends members
this year.
and Beth in observance of St. Patrick’s Day.
Remember the contest for a new name for the
children’s reading program is also at the July Board
meeting.

Spring Northwest District Meetings
Carol Medchill, Northwest District Director, report from January 25-26 Wisline State Board Meeting.
Spring District Meeting will be held April 23 at Bethany Lutheran Church, Siren, hosted by
Bayfield and Burnett Counties. They are working on breakout sessions for the meeting.
We will be reviewing our Northwest District Guidelines and present any changes at our
upcoming meeting.
Our Fall District Meeting will be in Chippewa County.
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WAHCE Board Meeting Minutes
November 2-3, 2014
WAHCE Board Members discussed the “Membership
Pledge.” The By-Laws Committee will have this
available as an addition to the Blue Handbook that will
be printed in 2015.
WAHCE Members Pledge
1. I will treat others in a respectful manner.
2. I will assume the best of others.
3. I will listen and make an effort to understand and
respect others' point of views.
4. I will accept assignments with an open mind, a
willingness to learn, and be mindful of deadlines.
5. I will be dependable, recognizing the commitment
and responsibility to my volunteer assignments(s).
6. I will speak and act in a way that does not demean
or offend others.
7. I will be respectful of our leadership.
Motion was passed at January 25-26 WAHCE Board
Meeting.

Board Members discussed having only two POOL
Workshops during State Conference.
CULTURAL ARTS - Veronica Sustar and her
committee selected our 2015 Bonus category which is
“Something Sparkly” to complement the conference
theme. The committee members hope all counties will
participate in the competition.
INTERNATIONAL – Jeanne Hlinak moved we give all
silent auction proceeds to purchase water filters.
Proceeds from Pennies For Friendship to Mongolian
Project and to Heifer International. Motion carried.
Membership - Kristy Sand called all District
Membership Chairs. They decided to recognize all
members who had over 55 years of service to HCE
during the WAHCE 75th Anniversary 2015 state
conference.

January 25, 2015 (Wisline Draft Minutes)
“MEMBERSHIP PLEDGE” - Motion passed. President suggested that it be given out at Spring District Meeting and placed in our County Program Books in 2016.
POOL: There will be 2 POOL sessions in 2015 for WAHCE State Conference.
NOMINATING Committee - Kristy Sand. The call for WAHCE nominations have been published
both in the “Communicator” and the “Update” for International Chair and Marketing Chair. Deadline
is April 15th. Please pass on suggestions.

WAHCE State Conference
2015
2016
Conference will be held in Stevens Point on September The 2016 WAHCE State Conference will be held at Eau
14-16 at the Holiday Inn Conference Center. If you
Claire Plaza in Eau Claire, WI.
make room reservations at Holiday Inn Conference
Center you need to use the Code AHC so you are in the
right block. The rooms are quoted at $99.00 for up to 4
to a room.
The meal package would be $96.00. Registration will be
$48.00.
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Oven Instructions: Omit Water. Mix all ingredients

12 oz Wisconsin smoked,
cooked bratwurst links, cut in

together. Place in casserole dish and bake at 350 degrees F for

thirds

45 to 50 minutes.

2 c sauerkraut, drained

Microwave Instructions: Place sausage in a 2-quart

2 med. apples, cored and thinly

casserole dish. Micro-cook, covered, at HIGH for 1-1/2 minutes,

sliced

turning once. Meanwhile, stir, together sauerkraut, apples,

1/4 cup raisins

raisins, onion, brown sugar, and caraway. Add to sausage. Pour

1/4 cup onion, finely chopped

beer or apple juice and lemon juice over all, stirring to combine.

2 Tbsp brown sugar

Cook, covered, at HIGH for 10 minutes or until apples are tender,

2 tsp caraway seed (optional)

stirring once. Combine flour and water, add to sausage mixture.

1 c beer or apple juice

Cook, covered, 2 minutes more or until thickened and bubbly,

1 Tbsp lemon juice

stirring once or twice.

2 Tbsp all-purpose flour
Yield: 4 servings

1/4 c cold water
UW-Extension, Mary E. Mennes

Ingredients:

Directions:

1/2 c milk



Cut cherries in half, and drain well on paper towels.

1/2 stick butter or margarine



Cook milk, butter, and pudding in a medium saucepan on low heat until well
blended and thick.

2 (3 oz) pkgs vanilla pudding
and filling (not instant)



Remove from stove and add cherries, nuts, and enough sugar to make a
thick consistency.

1 (9 oz) jar maraschino


Form the mixture into 8 to 10 egg shapes with hands coated in butter.



Place on wax paper covered cookie sheet.



Chill several hours until firm.

1 - 2 lbs confectioner’s sugar



Melt chocolate being careful not to scorch it.

1 lb chocolate, melted



Frost eggs with melted chocolate.



Decorate with butter cream icing.

cherries
1 c finely chopped pecans or
walnuts

www.recipesource.com
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Bluebirds
The colors in this edition of the HCE newsletter are
based on bluebird plumage.
Americans are blessed with three species of bluebirds,
our local Eastern Bluebird, the Western Bluebird with
much more blue on the throat and belly, and the
Mountain Bluebird, which is sky blue above and below,
with no rusty color at all. The female Mountain
Bluebird is gray with some sky blue on her wings and
back.
Bluebirds are thrushes. They are territorial and prefer to
live in open grassland with scattered trees. Their
numbers declined by the 1970s by up to 70% of their
previous population due to competition with non-native
birds, mostly house sparrows and starlings, for nesting
cavities. But a widespread movement by volunteers to
create and maintain habitat has brought the beautiful
little birds back.
Because bluebirds eat so many insects, gardeners love to
have them around. Besides insects, which are their
primary food, bluebirds eat fruit or berries. If their
preferred food is absent, they will eat small peanut and
sunflower kernels and suet. They like platform feeders.

Mountain Bluebird:
male (left) and female

Western Bluebird:
male (bottom) and
female

Bluebirds have two to four broods of young during the
spring and summer. The males find the nest sites and
draw females with singing and rapid wing fluttering and
placing nest building materials in the cavities they’ve
chosen. The female builds the nest and incubates the
eggs herself.
Predators of bluebirds include snakes, cats, raccoons,
and other birds, who take over their nesting sites.

Bluebird
nesting
box
Eastern
Bluebird:
male (left)
and female

Burnett County Extension Office
7410 County Road K, #107
Siren, WI 54872

University of Wisconsin, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Wisconsin counties cooperating. UW-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming including
Title IX and ADA. Requests for reasonable accommodations for disabilities or limitations should be made prior to the date of the program or activity for which it is needed. Please do so
as early as possible prior to the program or activity so the proper arrangements can be made. Requests will be kept confidential.

WAHCE Update Subscription
HCE - Building Community Together for Tomorrow
($6.00) _____ One Year
_______ New Subscriber

or ($11.00) _____ Two Years
________ Renewal

Name _____________________________ County _____________________
Address _______________________________________________________
City ______________________ State _________ Zip __________+4_____
Please make check payable to: WAHCE, Inc.
Mail to: Marcelline Protheroe
Check ___________ Cash ____________ UPDATE Editor
Check No. ________ Date ____________ N6131 22nd Drive
Wild Rose, WI 54984

PLEASE check your
mailing label for
subscription expiration
date - upper right side
of address label.
Renew at least one
month in advance of
expiration to allow for
uninterrupted delivery.
Form is on the right.

