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Wild Rice Restoration Efforts Yielding Results  
By  Anthony Havranek, Land & Water Resources Manager  
St. Croix Tribal Environmental Department   

P 
roduction was down this year on most 
wild rice waters in the northwestern 
portion of Wisconsin.  This may be due to 

the abnormally warm and early spring 
combined with the return of colder 
temperatures for a prolonged period after 
many aquatic and terrestrial plants 
germinated.  Heavy rains in late May/early 
June may also have disrupted growth during 
floating leaf stage and hot and humid weather 
in July could have influenced pollination and 
seed production.  These factors combined with 
annual variation in the wild rice crop will 
probably make for lower than average harvest 
this year, as only 5 of the date regulated wild 
rice waters in this part of the state were 
opened for harvest (Mud, Long, and Briggs in 
Burnett County, Big Round in Polk County, and 
Little Mud in Washburn.)  
 
Upper Clam Lake in Burnett County did 
produce a dense bed in an area that is 
currently being protected from destructive 
habits of common carp.  The St. Croix Tribe 
installed 950 feet of nylon mesh nets to 
protect nearly 84 acres of wild rice on the 
south side of Upper Clam Lake.  Survey efforts 
also show that native submersed aquatic 
vegetation may be rebounding after nearly 
177,000 pounds of common carp were removed 
from the lake last winter.  This is nearly 30% of 
the estimated total of 600,000 pounds that 
were in Clam Lake at the beginning of January 
2012. 
 

The St. Croix Tribe, WI DNR, the Clam Lake 
Protection and Rehabilitation District, Great 
Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission, 
Burnett County Land and Water Conservation 
Department, University of MN, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, and the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service will continue to work together to 
restore the nearly 300 acres of wild rice that 
once grew on Clam Lake; as well as the 
fishery, waterfowl populations, and other 
aquatic plants that provide countless benefits 
to the lake.  
 
Specific efforts include monitoring the carp 
population and fishery of Clam Lake and other 
connected waterbodies on the Clam River 
System (Long, Clam Flowage, Spencer, and 
Bashaw Lakes), protection of the existing rice 
bed as a seed source for Clam Lake seeding 
efforts, continued tracking of common carp 
through the system using radio telemetry, and 
assessment of the aquatic plant community on 
Clam Lake to gauge the effect of restoration 
efforts.  
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M 
aybe we should label it a summer of recovery as downed timber 
continues to exit Burnett County.  As fall arrives, it appears that 
most fallen timber has been cleared and rebuilding and regenera-

tion is underway.  What a strong reminder to all that we really are not in 
charge !!  
 

As some of you close cabins and prepare to move into winter, mark your 
calendars for next summer events not to miss.  Burnett County Lakes & 
Rivers Association Inc. will hold its annual meeting at Fort Folle Avoine 
on Saturday, June 29, 2013  at 9:00am.  This will feature a presentation 
dealing with natural resources.  This past year 70 citizens attended a 
wonderful presentation by DNR falconer Chris Cold.  On Friday, June 21 
the NW Wisconsin Lakes Association will hold its annual conference.  Last 
year this was held at Spooner High School which is a likely sight again in 
2013.  This conference is exceptional if you are a lake enthusiast.  The 
Learn About Your Lakes Series will return to Burnett County in 2013.  
Many of you attended these sessions in 2012.  More information will come 
in the spring. Clearly, lots of folks are working hard to keep Burnett 
County the jewel it is.  Have a safe, enjoyable winter and get involved 
next spring.  
 

BURNETT COUNTY WATER PATROL 
 

In case you have not heard, Burnett County now possesses its own patrol 
boat.  The 14õ boat was purchased last spring and visited many of Bur-
nett Countyõs lakes this summer. The boat was purchased using state 
grant funds under the guidance of recreational officer and Burnett Coun-
ty deputy, Ryan Bybee. With over 500 lakes in Burnett County, the boat 
will be a huge asset for water safety and law enforcement. If your lake is 
similar to most,  timely law enforcement will do much to maintain a safe 
and enjoyable summer recreational environment. As with all watercraft 
there are numerous òaccessoriesó necessary to put the boat on the wa-
ter.  The grant money received by the Burnett County Sheriff Depart-
ment covered only the cost of the boat, trailer and motor.  Necessary 
items to outfit the boat were marine radio, lights, fire extinguisher, let-
tering, etc.  
  

Thanks to numerous lake associations and the Burnett County Lakes & 
Rivers Association, the boat is now fully equipped and on the job. A sin-
cere thank you to the following lake associations for their generous con-
tributions to Burnettõs Countyõs water patrol initiative: North Sand Lake, 
Big Doctor, Big Wood, Deer, Green, Minnow, Loon, Long, Love, Mud Hen, 
Point and Rooney. The total amount donated to Burnett County through 
lake associations and BCLRA was $3625.00.  With the help of caring coun-
ty property owners, Burnett County now has the capability to patrol 
county water and react to county water emergencies in a safe, reliable 
watercraft.  If you have a water related emergency, CALL 911.  
       

Again, thanks to all who helped with this project and especially those in 
the Burnett County Sheriffs Department. If you have questions, sugges-
tions, or water related safety issues, call the sheriffõs department and 
advise them.  

Message from the President  
by Roger Noe 
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Score Your Shore 
Burnett County Land and Water  
Conservation Department and UWEX  


